


More Able and Talented Children Policy

At Bell Day Pre-school we encourage and extend learning so that each child can aspire to achieve their full potential. We recognise that children develop at different rates and in different ways, and we aim to support every child to reach the highest level of achievement possible.
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that we recognise and support the needs of children in our Pre-school who may be identified as more able or talented, and to provide opportunities that extend and challenge their learning appropriately.

Definitions
More able
A child who demonstrates a broad range of achievements at a level above that typically expected for their age, often in academic areas such as literacy, numeracy or problem-solving.

Talented
A child who excels in one or more specific areas, particularly those involving performance skills such as music, art, physical development, or creative expression, but who may not necessarily perform at a high level across all areas of learning.
Identification of more able or talented children is an ongoing process and may change as children develop.

Supporting More Able and Talented Children
Bell Day Pre-school ensures that all children are fully supported and appropriately challenged by:
· Working closely with parents and carers to establish children’s starting points when they join the Pre-school.
· Observing and assessing children regularly to identify strengths, interests, and areas for further development.
· Planning activities and experiences that reflect each child’s individual needs and interests.
· Providing challenging next steps that extend children’s learning and encourage deeper thinking.
· Encouraging independence, creativity, problem-solving, and critical thinking through play and exploration.
· Where appropriate, working with the Pre-school SENCO and other professionals (see SEND Policy) to ensure that each child’s needs are fully supported.
· Supporting transitions by sharing relevant information with the child’s next setting or school.

Identifying More Able and Talented Children
Staff are supported to recognise early signs that a child may demonstrate higher levels of ability in certain areas.

Language and Literacy
Children who may be more able in language and literacy may:
· Respond to stories, books and texts with a deeper level of understanding.
· Use a wide and varied vocabulary during conversation and play.
· Show early interest and confidence in mark-making or early writing with minimal support.

Mathematics
Children who may be more able in mathematics may:
· Use a variety of strategies when solving problems.
· Create their own methods for solving mathematical challenges.
· Demonstrate an understanding of numbers, patterns, and measurements in different ways.

Creative, Physical and Performance Skills
Talented children may:
· Show advanced skills in music, dance, or dramatic play.
· Demonstrate physical coordination, balance, or agility beyond typical developmental expectations.
· Produce art, models, or constructions with originality and precision.

Teaching Strategies for More Able and Talented Children
To support and challenge more able or talented children, staff will:
· Offer open-ended questions that encourage deeper thinking.
· Provide opportunities for children to explore topics independently or in small groups.
· Encourage problem-solving and decision-making.
· Differentiate learning activities so that children are appropriately challenged.
· Introduce enrichment activities such as storytelling, scientific exploration, or creative arts projects.
· Allow children to extend their learning through projects, investigations, or real-life experiences.
· Support peer learning, mentoring, or collaborative opportunities where children can share expertise.

Monitoring Progress
Management monitors outcomes for all children, including those identified as more able or talented, by tracking both individual and cohort progress across the setting.
Monitoring ensures that:
· children are making appropriate progress from their starting points
· learning opportunities remain challenging and engaging
· staff provide suitable support and extension activities
This approach ensures all children are given the opportunity to reach their full potential.

Links to EYFS Areas of Learning
Support for more able and talented children is embedded across the seven areas of learning in the EYFS:
· Communication and Language – extending vocabulary, comprehension, storytelling, and early literacy skills.
· Physical Development – promoting advanced motor skills, coordination, and performance-based activities.
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development – fostering independence, confidence, and resilience.
· Literacy – challenging reading, writing, and mark-making skills.
· Mathematics – supporting number recognition, problem-solving, pattern exploration, and logical reasoning.
· Understanding the World – encouraging investigation, scientific thinking, and exploration of technology and the natural world.
· Expressive Arts and Design – extending creativity through music, art, design, drama, and imaginative play.

This policy ensures that more able and talented children are recognised, supported, and appropriately challenged, enabling them to flourish and reach their full potential while meeting EYFS safeguarding and curriculum requirements.
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