


Gun and Superhero Play Policy – Bell Day Pre-school

Purpose

At Bell Day Nursery, we support all children’s interests as part of their play, learning, and development, including gun and superhero play. This policy aligns with the EYFS requirements, our Quality Provision Policy, Early Learning Opportunities Statement, and Promoting Positive Behaviour Policy.

Gun and superhero play helps children make sense of the world, explore ideas, and develop important skills in a safe and supportive environment.

Understanding Gun and Superhero Play
Children may develop an interest in gun or superhero play from:
· Watching movies or TV characters involved in action or physical battles.
· Observing older siblings or parents playing online games with weapons.
· Having parents whose work involves guns or similar tools.
· Personal or observed experiences of real-life conflict or trauma.

Benefits of Gun and Superhero Play
Supporting this type of play can help children:
· Follow their interests and feel valued.
· Develop imagination and creativity.
· Learn conflict resolution skills.
· Build self-esteem and confidence.
· Enhance language and communication skills.
· Make sense of personal experiences and support emotional development.
· Develop physical skills and coordination.

How We Support Gun and Superhero Play
We ensure children can explore this play safely and positively through the following procedures:
1. Positive Engagement
· Staff provide the same encouragement and praise as they do for other play activities.
2. Clear Rules and Boundaries
· Staff and children agree on rules for gun and superhero play to ensure safety.
· An agreed play zone is allocated so children who do not wish to participate can play elsewhere.
3. Storytelling and Role-Play
· Superhero play is used as a medium for storytelling.
· Children explore real-life heroes and discuss what makes someone a hero. Displays may be created to showcase heroes in children’s lives.
4. Resources and Continuous Provision
· Action figures, capes, and other safe role-play items are included in the continuous provision.
· Parents are encouraged to donate unwanted superhero costumes or accessories.
5. Conflict Resolution
· Staff talk to children about age-appropriate ways to resolve disagreements.
· Different solutions to conflicts are modelled and discussed.
6. Sensitivity to Trauma
· Staff are aware of children and families who may have experienced trauma.
· External professional support is sought if needed.

Safeguarding and Safety Considerations
· Play involving guns or similar items is role-play only; no real weapons are permitted.
· Staff supervise play at all times to ensure safety, inclusion, and positive interactions.
· Children’s individual needs and backgrounds are respected, and play is adapted as necessary.

Review and Updates
This policy is reviewed annually, or sooner if needed to reflect best practice, EYFS guidance, or legal requirements.
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