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Statement of Intent
At Bell Day Pre-school we aim to work in partnership with parents to support children in becoming confident, secure, and happy within our setting. We recognise that children learn best when they feel safe, secure, and emotionally supported.
We prioritise building strong relationships with both children and their families to ensure each child’s individual needs are met and that transitions into the Pre-school are as smooth as possible.

Key Person Approach
· Each child is allocated a key person before they start. 
· The key person: 
· builds a secure relationship with the child 
· works closely with parents 
· ensures care is tailored to the child’s individual needs 
· A buddy key person is also assigned to provide continuity of care. 
· Where appropriate, the key person may be reviewed to ensure the child forms the strongest possible attachment. 
· This approach reflects the EYFS requirement for a consistent and supportive relationship for every child.

Supporting Children to Settle
· We recognise that every child is unique and will settle at their own pace. Our approach includes:
· Offering pre-start visits to help children become familiar with the environment 
· Providing home visits or virtual meetings where appropriate 
· Planning individualised settling-in sessions based on the child’s needs 
· Encouraging gradual separation from parents, building up over time 
· Displaying family photographs to provide comfort and familiarity 
· Creating photo books of the setting and staff for children to share at home 
· Adapting sessions (e.g. shorter days) where needed to support emotional wellbeing 

Working in Partnership with Parents
· We work closely with parents to ensure consistency and support:
· Gathering detailed information about the child’s: 
· interests, likes and dislikes 
· routines and comforters 
· Completing a baseline assessment to understand the child’s starting point 
· Sharing relevant policies and procedures 
· Providing regular updates, including photos where appropriate 
· Offering reassurance and ongoing communication throughout the settling process 
· We respect that some families may not be able to stay for extended periods and will support them in alternative ways.

Staff Training and Support
· Staff are trained in attachment theory and understand the importance of secure relationships. 
· Staff recognise signs of distress, separation anxiety, and emotional needs. 
· All staff support children sensitively during transitions and throughout the day. 

Monitoring and Review
· Each child’s settling-in progress is closely monitored. 
· Strategies are reviewed and adapted in partnership with parents where needed. 
· Additional support plans may be put in place if a child requires further support to settle. 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing
· Children’s emotional wellbeing is a key part of safeguarding. 
· Any concerns about a child’s wellbeing will be managed in line with the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. 
· All children are supported in a calm, nurturing, and consistent environment.

	This policy was adopted on
	Signed on behalf of the Pre-school
	Date for review

	29/04/2026
	G.Searle
	29/04/2027







image1.jpeg




