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Statement of intent
At Bell Day Pre-school, we are committed to supporting children to learn about environmental sustainability and to develop respect and care for both the living and non-living environment. We believe that early experiences play a vital role in shaping children’s understanding of the world and their responsibility to care for it.

Children develop positive attitudes and values towards sustainable practices by exploring environmental issues, learning about the world around them, and observing adults role modelling responsible and sustainable behaviour.

Sustainability within the curriculum

We promote a holistic, open-ended and play-based curriculum that explores ideas and practices related to environmental sustainability. Through this approach, children are supported to understand the interdependence between people and the environment.
We do this by:

· Supporting children to explore nature through art, play and creative experiences
· Providing opportunities to experience the natural environment using materials such as wood, stone, sand and recycled resources
· Teaching children how to grow and nurture plants in the Pre-school garden and supporting them to understand the food cycle through growing, harvesting and cooking food for the Pre-school menu
· Helping children learn about water conservation, energy efficiency and waste reduction through play-based activities and meaningful adult interactions
· Going on nature walks and learning about plants and wildlife within the local community
· Encouraging families to walk to Pre-school where possible, raising awareness of caring for the planet
· Developing a recycling area within the Pre-school and encouraging children to share sustainable and recycling practices within their home environment

Sustainable Pre-school operations

We embed sustainability into all aspects of Pre-school operations by:
· Reusing and recycling materials for art and creative activities and encouraging parents to contribute clean recyclable materials for this purpose
· Encouraging families to recycle children’s take-home models made from recycled materials if they do not wish to keep them
· Considering our carbon footprint when purchasing resources and equipment
· Shopping locally where possible to reduce transport impact
· Turning off lights and equipment when not in use and avoiding leaving equipment on standby
· Unplugging electrical equipment at the end of the day or when no longer required
· Using energy-efficient wash cycles on washing machines
· Air-drying laundry using clothes horses or outdoor drying wherever possible, rather than using tumble dryers
· Incorporating water-wise practices, including ensuring taps are turned off promptly and leaks are reported and repaired
· Reusing water from water play activities to water plants outdoors where safe and appropriate
· Using food grown at the Pre-school within meals wherever possible

Working in partnership
We recognise that working in partnership with parents, carers and the wider community strengthen our sustainability efforts. By working together, we can help reduce our environmental impact and support children to develop lifelong sustainable habits.

Monitoring and review

We now have two Sustainability Co-ordinators – Madeline Riley and Emma Courtney who are in charge of ensuring we are as sustainable as possible.

We regularly assess the Pre-school’s impact on the environment and put appropriate procedures in place to reduce this impact wherever possible.
This policy is reviewed annually and remains under continuous consideration to ensure it reflects best practice and is in the best interests of the children, the Pre-school and the environment.
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