


Managing Extreme Weather Policy

Policy Statement
At Bell Day Nursery, we are committed to ensuring the safety, health and wellbeing of children, staff and families during extreme weather conditions.
We maintain procedures to prepare for and respond to severe weather events that may affect the safe operation of the nursery, including:
· Flooding
· Snow and ice
· Severe storms
· Dense fog
· Heatwaves
If extreme weather impacts our ability to open or operate safely, parents will be contacted via telephone and/or text message at the earliest opportunity.
We will not take children outdoors if weather conditions are judged to be unsafe.

Flood
In the event of flooding, we will:
· Follow our Critical Incident Policy
· Prioritise the immediate safety of children and staff
· Contact parents/carers if early collection is required
· Liaise with relevant authorities where necessary
· Implement business continuity arrangements
All decisions will be made with the health, safety and welfare of children as the primary consideration.

Snow or Severe Weather
If heavy snowfall or other severe weather (e.g. ice, storms, dense fog) occurs or is forecast during the nursery day, the Manager will decide whether the nursery should remain open or close.
This decision will consider:
· Safety of children
· Safety of parents collecting children
· Staff ability to travel safely
· Safe staffing ratios
If closure is required during the nursery day:
· Parents will be contacted immediately
· Arrangements for prompt collection will be made
Staff Shortages
If staff shortages occur due to severe weather:
· Available off-duty staff will be contacted
· Agency staff may be contacted
· Children may be grouped differently to maintain safe supervision
If, after exhausting all reasonable options, statutory staff-to-child ratios cannot be maintained:
· We will inform Ofsted
· All actions and decisions will be recorded in the incident file
If at any point children’s safety, health or welfare is compromised, the nursery will close.

Heatwave and Hot Weather
We are committed to protecting children from the dangers of excessive sun exposure and UV radiation. Severe sunburn in childhood can significantly increase the risk of malignant melanoma (a serious form of skin cancer) later in life.
We follow guidance from weather and UV reports and advice from the NHS.
Daily decisions regarding outdoor play are made based on:
· UV index
· Temperature
· Availability of shade
· Individual children’s needs
Children will be carefully monitored and outdoor play will be evaluated between 11:00am and 3:00pm during hot days (March to October), in line with NHS sun safety advice, to minimise time spent in direct sunlight.

Sun Safety Procedures
To keep children safe during sunny weather:
· Children must wear a clearly labelled sun hat (preferably legionnaire style to protect neck and ears)
· Parents must provide high-factor sun cream with written consent for staff application
· Sun cream must be suitable for the child’s individual needs (e.g. allergies)
· Sun cream containing nut-based ingredients is not permitted
· Staff must check expiry dates and discard expired products
· Parents are encouraged to provide lightweight cotton clothing with longer sleeves and legs
· Shaded areas will be available at all times outdoors
· Sun cream will be applied before outdoor play and reapplied regularly
· Fresh drinking water will be freely accessible indoors and outdoors
· Children will be encouraged to drink water more frequently
· Children will be supported in understanding the importance of hats, hydration and sun protection
Key Persons will work closely with parents to agree suitable precautions, particularly for:
· Children with sensitive skin
· Children at higher risk of burning
· Children with darker skin tones who may tolerate sun differently but still require protection
Children’s safety and welfare remain our highest priority.

Hydration and Cooling
During periods of hot weather, staff will:
· Monitor children for signs of dehydration or heat exhaustion
· Adjust physical activities
· Provide quiet, cool indoor alternatives
· Ensure adequate ventilation

Vitamin D
Sunlight helps the body produce vitamin D, which supports healthy bones, teeth and muscles by aiding calcium and phosphate absorption.
Most people can produce sufficient vitamin D through short periods of sunlight exposure with uncovered hands or arms.
We promote the recommendation from the NHS that all children under five years old should take a daily vitamin D supplement, even if they spend time outdoors.

Communication with Parents
Parents will be:
· Informed of any weather-related closures
· Notified of any changes to opening hours
· Asked to provide appropriate seasonal clothing
· Encouraged to follow public health advice
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